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How Thtjeman Won A Case. — The late Allen G. Thurman used to tell many 
an amusing story of his early practice. He went everywhere he was called, and 
tried every case that was presented to him. He related an anecdote of one case 
which was pending before a justice of the peace. This justice abode some twelve 
miles from Chillicothe, and had a distinctly bad reputation. Thurman, when re- 
tained, told his client — who, by the way, was the defendant — that he would be 
beaten. 

"All we can do," said Thurman, "is to drive out and hear what the other side 
has in the way of evidence. This old Dutch rascal is bound to beat you; he'll 
giye a judgment against you, and we'll put in an appeal, and take it to a higher 
court. There we will get a fair trial, and, from what you say, we will win the 
case." 

"On the day of the hearing," said Thurman afterward when relating the story, 
"my client and I drove over to the scene of trial. The court-room was crowded 
with farmers and people of the neighborhood, who were there to look on. The 
plaintiff put on three or four witnesses, but one after another, as they testified, it 
was plain and clear that they knew nothing of the merits of the controversy. The 
plaintiff's testimony in no sense established the case, and the old Dutch justice 
was desperate. The plaintiff had no lawyer, and the Dutch justice conducted 
that side of the case pretty much himself. But ask what question he might 
of the plaintiff and his witnesses, he couldn't bring out the testimony necessary 
to found the case. After the plaintiff's testimony was practically all in, the old 
Dutch justice looked at me and remarked, as if experimenting to see if I would 
make any objection:- 

" ' Vhile it is onusual for a gourt to give destimony in a gase vhich pends before 
it, I know a good deal about dis gontroversy myseluf. If dere is no objection by 
the defendant, I will swear myseluf und gife my evidence.' 

" I made no objection, as I was curious to see what the old Dutch rascal would 
do. Inferring consent from my silence, our judge gravely arose, and, holding up 
his right hand, at his own hoarse command he administered the usual oath to tell 
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, in the case then and there 
being tried. After this very comfortable arrangement he sat down, and proceeded 
to relate a story which entirely picked up all of the plaintiff's dropped stitches, 
and made, indeed, a perfect case against my client. While the justice was glibly 
giving his evidence a farmer who stood just behind my chair whispered to me : 

'"Just hear that old rascal lie, and the beauty of it all is there isn't a man in 
the room who'd believe him under oath.' 

" This gave me an idea, and I thought I might as well have a little fun out of 
the situation while drifting to a judgment against my client. I asked the farmer 
in a whisper if he were willing to take the stand and testify that the old Dutch 
justice's reputation for truth and veracity was bad. He said that he would, and 
that a dozen more in the room would be perfectly willing to do the same. 
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" To make it short, I got a half dozen witnesses who believed, as did re y farmer 
friend, that truth had long departed the old Dutchman's mouth as a dwelling 
place, and when that personage had concluded his testimony I started to put them 
on the stand. 

"'I won't interpose any regular defense, Your Honor,' I said, 'but I have 
several witnesses here to the character of one of the men who gave evidence for 
the plaintiff' 

" 'Ferry veil,' remarked His Honor, 'produce your vitnesses.' 

"One after the other six gentlemen whose names I called arose and were sworn. 
One after the other got up on the stand and testified that they had long known the 
Dutch justice, giving his name ; that they knew his reputation for truth and ve- 
racity in the community where he resided ; that it was bad, and that from that 
reputation they would not believe him under oath. At this point I rested, and in- 
formed His Honor that I had nothing further to present. Throughout the testi- 
mony impeaching him of untruth he had preserved an air of mild indifference. 
One would never have known by looking at him that he was the party under dis- 
cussion at all. When I told him that my evidence was all in, he braced up to 
decide the case. 

'"Der blaintiff mit his first four vitnesses, vitch includes himself,' said His 
Honor, 'makes nodings out of his side of der case. Vas dat all his testimony dis 
gourt must gife judgment for der defendant, b.ut dere vas one odder vitness who 
makes of himseluf a volunteer, and who gifs his destimony, vitch completely 
covers der controversy in all its barts. Upon his destimony' — and he had named 
himself as this witness — ' if it were uncontradicted and unimpeached, I could gife 
judgment for der blaintiff. But such is not the gase. Vhile the destimony of this 
vitness' — naming himself — 'is not contradicted, yet now gomes six reputable vit- 
nesses already, who climbs one after de odder to der vitness chair, und says dat 
dey know this man' — naming himself — ' dot he is a liar where he lives; dot his des- 
timony is lies, und dot his vord ist not good. Dis is vhat dey ca 1 ! in der law im- 
peaching a vitness. Generally it is a mighty hard ding to do, but in dis gase I must 
say dot I regard der vitness as very successfully imbeached. Derefore, as it isn't 
vhat I dink of him myseluf, but vhat der evidence in der cjse makes of him dat 
I must go by, I throw out dis vitness' destimony altogether. So der gourt is left 
again mit nothing but der blaintiff und dose udder people who svore, vitch, as I 
hafe already said, know noddings of his business. Under such circumstances der 
court can make no finding for blaintiff. Derefore der court finds for der defendant, 
mit judgment against der blaintiff for costs.' 

"It was the best thing," concluded Thurman, "that the old Dutchman ever 
did. It established his reputation as an honest man far and near, and from that 
time until his death, if anybody had made an effort to impeach his evidence given 
in a case, he would have failed. The whole neighborhood looked on him as a 
second Daniel from that time forward." — American Lawyer, March, 1896. 
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LEGAL MEDITATIONS. 

What use to me is "Byles on Bills"? 
For " Jarman on the Law of Wills" 

I wouldn't give a jackstone. 
Nor would I give another for 
"Juries and Jury Trials," nor 
Coke, Bacon, Parsons, Story, or 

Fearne, Chitty, Kent, or Blackstone. 

Will Byles help me to pay the bill 
I owe for flowers ? Can her will 

Be changed by reading Jarman ? 
What's "Greenleaf's Evidence" to me? 
Or Littleton? Or Parker? He 
Is drier than theosophy — 

Yes, worse than any Brahmin. 

And " Kneeland on Attachments," too, 
Has nothing in it that will do — 

The title is misleading. 
And though through dusty books I read, 
Alas, I ne'er can learn to plead 
In Cupid's Court, so she will heed, 

From "Stephen's Bules of Pleading." 

" Collyer on Partnership " I' ve read, 
And vainly, too; "Contracts to Wed," 
By some one named Fitzsimmon. 

Nor does it seem to help me on 
That " Marriage Settlements " I con, 
Or Schouler" s learned book upon 
"The Law of Married Women." 

There is no statute I can find 

Will make a maiden change her mind; 

Nor know I where the place is 
To find a law to help me win 
A suit like mine — or I'd begin 
To search it out. It isn't in 

My set of " Leading Cases." 

But " Baylies on Appeals" ! Ah, there 
Is just the answer to my prayer ! 

I know now how to do it. 
From her decision — by the Seal 
Of all the Courts!— I will appeal; 
And that will make the verdict nil 

Until I can review it. 

J. G. Burnett, in Love and Laughter. 



